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Observed Portraits Read Wrote PoetryWrote Poetry

Visual 
Arts

Visual 
Arts The class studied portraits of 

school integration.  We considered 
the facial expression, focal 
point, gestures, clothing, 
setting, and objects as we made 
predictions and generated 
questions.

We read various resources 
(e.g., biographies, 
autobiographies, newspaper 
articles) to learn more about the 
events portrayed in the portraits.

We were challenged to write 
six-word stories that conveyed 
our understanding of the 
symbolism in the portraits.  We 
combined and sequenced our 
most powerful stories to create a 
poem.
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Created Tableaus Reflected. Revised. Created FinaleCreated Finale

Performing 
Arts

“Out of the 
mountains of 

despair, a 
stone of 
hope.”

Performing 
Arts In groups we created a living 

timeline of the important events 
about school integration.  We 
worked together to determine our 
lines and poses.

We continually rehearsed, 
reflected, and revised our 
tableaus for clarity and 
improved expression.  

The class studied Martin Luther 
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech 
and created tableaus for some 
of his most important lines.  We 
chose to make this the finale of 
our tableau.
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Objectives Student Reflections
Social Studies
Students will identify the social and political events in 
Virginia linked to desegregation and Massive Resistance 
and their relationship to national history.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of 20th and 21st 
century Virginia by identifying the political, social, and/or 
economic contributions of Harry F. Byrd and Oliver Hill.

Writing
Students will write effective unrhymed poetry that focus on 
one aspect of a topic, convey a central idea,  and utilize 
elements of style and word choice.

Visual Art
Students will classify reasons why people create and use 
art by studying artworks and other sources of information.

Drama
Students will collaboratively plan and prepare 
improvisations and demonstrate various ways of staging 
dramatizations.

Students will assume roles that exhibit concentration and 
contribute to the action of classroom dramatization.

Students will use variations in vocal pitch, tempo, and tone 
for different characters.

“It is easier to work in a group because you can talk to 
someone about the tableau.  I probably wouldn’t have 
come up with those ideas by myself.” (Leana) 

“I can use my body and learn English.  I say the word 
again and again, and I can learn many words.” (Tianyu) 

“The portraits help me better understand what I’m 
learning about because the people’s faces show me how 
they are feeling.” (Shainoor)

“I like tableaus because you get to learn not just by sitting 
down.  It helps me to learn when I show the emotions of 
the people we are studying.   Plus, it helps me focus 
when I’m in my pose with a focal point.” (Stephanie)
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Teacher Reflection

Social Studies
Students will identify the social and political events in 
Virginia linked to desegregation and Massive Resistance 
and their relationship to national history.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of 20th and 21st 
century Virginia by identifying the political, social, and/or 
economic contributions of Harry F. Byrd and Oliver Hill.

Writing
Students will write effective unrhymed poetry that focus on 
one aspect of a topic, convey a central idea,  and utilize 
elements of style and word choice.

Visual Art
Students will classify reasons why people create and use 
art by studying artworks and other sources of information.

Drama
Students will collaboratively plan and prepare 
improvisations and demonstrate various ways of staging 
dramatizations.

Students will assume roles that exhibit concentration and 
contribute to the action of classroom dramatization.

Students will use variations in vocal pitch, tempo, and tone 
for different characters.

Examining portraits that portrayed so much emotion 
engaged my diverse group of learners from the start.  It 
also inspired me to teach on a deeper level, so that they 
would be able to understand the symbolism in the 
portraits.  The students’ level of sophistication in their 
writing improved tremendously after analyzing the 
portraits.  I know that without integrating the visual art and 
drama into the social studies unit, their ability to articulate 
this depth of understanding would not have occurred.

-Kathi Aagaard, Living Histories teacher
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